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Exodus 20:13 “You shall not murder.”


Worldview Development 

• Pre-understandings about war 

• Explicit Bible texts 

• _______________ 9:6


• OT ______________________________ went to war


• OT historical ____________________ of Israel (e.g. _____________________________________________)


• OT Law (_____________________________________________ ___________________________)


• NT teaching (______________________________ ______________________________)


• Implicit Bible texts 

• _______________ _______________ _______________ (Matthew _______________)


• 1 _______________ 2:1-4


• _______________ 4:1-2 


• The Gospel 

• Church history 

Augsburg Confession (1530 - Art 16) “Christians may lawfully bear civil office…engage in just war, act as 
soldiers.”


Westminster Confession of Faith (1646 - 23.2): “It is lawful for Christians to accept and execute the office of a 
magistrate, when called thereunto…for that end, they may lawfully, now under the New Testament, wage war, 
upon just and necessary occasion.”
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Wars of Judgment 

• God directly commanded the Israelites to wage a war of retributive justice against the Canaanites


Wars of Defense 

• Examples: Israel defended itself


_______________	 	 _______________	 	 _______________


• Government is responsible to defend its citizens (Rom 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:13-17)


“Therefore, a nation has a moral obligation to defend itself against foreign attackers who would 
come to kill, conquer, and subjugate the people in that nation (Grudem, 527)”


Just War Theory 

- Criteria for Just War 

1. Just cause (Rev 19:11)


Q = What is the moral ground(s) for going to war? 

2. Competent authority (Rom 13:1)


Q = Who declares the war? 

3. Comparative justice (Rom 13:3)


Q = Does a just nation uphold ‘good conduct’, in contrast to a ‘morally wrong’ nation? 

4. Right intention (Prov 21:2)


Q = What is the purpose of war (righteousness & justice, not evil-pillage, destroy, murder)? 

5. Last resort (Proverbs 16:32; Deut 20:12; Mt 5:9; Rom 12:18)


Q = What other means of peacemaking have been exhausted? 
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6. Probability of success (Lk 14:31; Proverbs 20:18; 24:6)


Q = What is the likelihood of winning? 

7. Proportionality of projected results (Rom 12:21; 13:4)


Q = Will the positive outcomes outweigh the negative costs of going to war? 

8. Right spirit (Ps 68:30; Proverbs 3:31-32)


Q = “Is the war undertaken with great reluctance and sorrow at the harm that will come 
rather than simply with a “delight in war””? 

- Just Means of War 

1. Proportionality in the use of force (Deut 20:10-12)


Q = “Can no greater destruction be caused than is needed to win the war?” 

2. Discrimination between combatants and noncombatants (Deut 20:13-14, 19-20)


Q = What is the threat - combatants? How does one protect noncombatants? 

3. Avoidance of evil means (Ps 34:14)


Q = How are captured or defeated enemies treated? 

4. Good faith (Mt 5:43-44; Rom 12:18)


Q = Is the ultimate goal peace and restoration with the attacking nation, or destruction?
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Pacifism & Christian Military Involvement


Pacifism: “it is always wrong for Christians to use military force against others” 

1. A separation of the church from the world (Jn 18:36; 2 Cor 10:3-4ff; Php 3:20; Rom 12:1-2)


2. Be Christlike - do not seek revenge (Mt 5:38-48; Luke 6:27-36; Rom 12:19-21; 1 Pet 2:18-24)


3. Love your neighbor as yourself (Mt 22:39)


4. Military engagement is not trusting God


5. Violence leaders to further violence


6. Genuine Christian pacifism would have prevented previous wars


Isaiah 2:1-5 “The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

2 It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the Lord 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; 
and all the nations shall flow to it, 

3 and many peoples shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

4 He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. 

5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.”
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