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Heresy

Acts 20:29-30 (Matt 7:15); Gal 1:8-9; 2 Cor 11:13-15

Error, indeed, is never set forth in its naked deformity, lest, being thus 
exposed, it should at once be detected. But it is craftily decked out in on 
attractive dress, so as, by its outward form, to make it appear to the 
inexperienced (ridiculous as the expression may seem) more true than 
truth itself.  

– Irenaeus

Definitions

• Orthodoxy: Theological, doctrinal correctness.

• Heterodoxy: Belief that deviates from orthodoxy

• Heresy: Teaching heterodoxy (refusal of correction). 



Ecumenical doctrine (Mere Christianity, Nicene Christianity, Basic Christianity)

• Trinity

• Original sin

• Incarnation, death and resurrection of Christ 

• Salvation and atonement by God’s grace

• Inspiration of the Bible

Doctrinal distinctives

• Believer vs. infant baptism 

• Transubstantiation

• Continuationism / Cessationism

Ancient heresies

Canonical Heresies

• Gnosticism

• Montanism

• Marcionism

Trinitarian Heresies

• Monarchianism

◦ Modalism / Patropassionism / 
Socinianism

◦ Adoptionism (Dynamic 
Monarchianism)

• Arianism (See Nicene Creed)

• Subordinationism

• Tritheism

Christological Heresies

• Docetism

• Apollinarianism

• Eutychianism (Monophytism) (See 
Chalcidonian Definition)

• Cerinthianism

• Nestorianism 

Soteriologic Heresies

• Pelagianism

• Semi-Pelagianism



Irenaeus’s rule of faith (177 AD, Greek)

The Church, though dispersed throughout the whole world, even to the ends of the earth, has received 
from the apostles and their disciples this faith: [She believes] in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker 
of heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are in them; and in one Christ Jesus, the Son of 
God, who became incarnate for our salvation; and in the Holy Spirit, who proclaimed through the 
prophets the dispensations of God, and the advents, and the birth from a virgin, and the passion, and the 
resurrection from the dead, and the ascension into heaven in the flesh of the beloved Christ Jesus, our 
Lord, and His [future] manifestation from heaven in the glory of the Father “to gather all things in 
one,” and to raise up anew all flesh of the whole human race, in order that to Christ Jesus, our Lord, 
and God, and Saviour, and King, according to the will of the invisible Father, “every knee should bow, 
of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth, and that every tongue should 
confess” to Him, and that He should execute just judgment towards all; that He may send “spiritual 
wickednesses,” and the angels who transgressed and became apostates, together with the ungodly, and 
unrighteous, and wicked, and profane among men, into everlasting fire; but may, in the exercise of His 
grace, confer immortality on the righteous, and holy, and those who have kept His commandments, and 
have persevered in His love, some from the beginning [of their Christian course], and others from [the 
date of] their repentance, and may surround them with everlasting glory.

Tertullian’s rule of faith (200 AD, Latin)

Now, with regard to this rule of faith—that we may from this point acknowledge what it is which we 
defend—it is, you must know, that which prescribes the belief that there is one only God, and that He is 
none other than the Creator of the world, who produced all things out of nothing through His own 
Word, first of all sent forth; that this Word is called His Son, , under the name of God, was seen “in 
diverse manners” by the patriarchs, heard at all times in the prophets, at last brought down by the Spirit 
and Power of the Father into the Virgin Mary, was made flesh in her womb, and, being born of her, 
went forth as Jesus Christ; thenceforth He preached the new law and the new promise of the kingdom 
of heaven, worked miracles; having been crucified, He rose again the third day; (then) having ascended 
into the heavens, He sat at the right hand of the Father; sent instead of Himself the Power of the Holy 
Ghost to lead such as believe; will come with glory to take the saints to the enjoyment of everlasting 
life and of the heavenly promises, and to condemn the wicked to everlasting fire, after the resurrection 
of both these classes shall have happened, together with the restoration of their flesh. This rule, as it 
will be proved, was taught by Christ, and raises amongst ourselves no other questions than those which 
heresies introduce, and which make men heretics



Nicene Creed (325 AD)

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and 
invisible; And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten, Begotten of the Father 
before all ages, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made; of one essence with the 
Father, by whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man; And was crucified also 
for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose again, according to 
the Scriptures; And ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father; And He shall come 
again with glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom shall have no end. And we believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the Lord, and Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the Father, Who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshipped and glorified, Who spoke by the Prophets; And we believe in one, holy, 
catholic, and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. We look for 
the Resurrection of the dead, and the Life of the age to come.

Chalcedonian Definition (451 AD)

Therefore, following the holy fathers, we all with one accord teach men to acknowledge one and the 
same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, at once complete in Godhead and complete in manhood, truly God 
and truly man, consisting also of a reasonable soul and body; of one substance with the Father as 
regards his Godhead, and at the same time of one substance with us as regards his manhood; like us in 
all respects, apart from sin; as regards his Godhead, begotten of the Father before the ages, but yet as 
regards his manhood begotten, for us men and for our salvation, of Mary the Virgin, the God-bearer; 
one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, Only-begotten, recognized in two natures, without confusion, 
without change, without division, without separation; the distinction of natures being in no way 
annulled by the union, but rather the characteristics of each nature being preserved and coming together 
to form one person and subsistence, not as parted or separated into two persons, but one and the same 
Son and Only-begotten God the Word, Lord Jesus Christ; even as the prophets from earliest times 
spoke of him, and our Lord Jesus Christ himself taught us, and the creed of the fathers has handed 
down to us. 
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